Local band scores hit with 'Twilight' music video
By Brian Passey

It's likely that Brooke Seely had no idea what she would inspire when she got in line for the latest "Twilight" movie.  Her mother, Robin Vaughn, says Brooke was the first in line for the local premier of "The Twilight Saga: New Moon." Brooke's husband, Mike Seely, says it was that simple act of standing in line all day for a movie that inspired a song and music video that has garnered more than 260,000 views on YouTube in less than three weeks: "Twilight (What Have You Done to My Wife?)."

Performed by Mike's band, Shallow Day, the song has become an Internet sensation as both "Twilight" fans and haters e-mail links to the YouTube video and post it on their Facebook pages.

Drummer Wes Vaughn, Brooke's brother, says it's "weird" to see his band with the 11th most-viewed music video in Sweden. It has also seen significant views in places as diverse as India and Australia since it went viral.

"It's just cool how everyone's loved it," Wes says. "It's gone all over the world already in a couple of weeks."

Now Southern Utah fans will have the chance to see the local band perform the song during a free show beginning at 7 p.m. Saturday at The Electric Theater in St. George.

Justin Vaughn, the bassist and brother to Brooke and Wes, credits Shallow Day frontman Mike with the concept for the song that has suddenly skyrocketed the band to local fame.

"I think the lyrics in the song - some of them - are pretty true to life," Justin says.

The video begins with four women gathered around a table gushing about the male characters in the "Twilight" movies. Brooke is among the women, as is Talia Vaughn, Wes' wife.

Mike enters the room, sees their "obsession" and smashes the table covered with "Twilight" magazines as he begins to sing, "'Twilight,' what have you done to my wife? Refuses to sleep; reads her books all night."

So how did Brooke respond to the song she helped inspire?

"I was laughing so hard," she says of her first time listening to her husband's lyrics.

"I had to get her permission for some of it - even though it all doesn't apply to her," Mike responds.

Robin defends her daughter's interest in the "Twilight" series, saying the books convinced Brooke to start reading. However, Brooke says it's more about the storyline for her - not the male characters.


"I like my husband; I'm not into fictional guys," she declares. "My husband's way hotter than fictional characters."

This thought is echoed by one "Twilight" fan who posted a comment about the video on YouTube, saying, "... I'm not obsessed with fictional characters. But what girl hasn't wanted to be bitten by a hot vampire just once in her life?"

Yet there's one line from the song that seems to catch most listeners' attention: "She's got the hots for teenage boys and thinks it's all right."

Even with lyrics like that, the song is still popular with "Twilight" fans.

Another viewer who posted a comment on YouTube wrote: "I am a huge Twilight fan and I am not too proud to laugh at myself. Great Job. You really captured a lot of our ridiculousness."

Wes says his wife also thought the song and video were both funny. He thinks most "Twilight" fans have been able to see the humor in their obsession.

The band

Brooke says she told her husband the song is going to be the one that makes him famous. People already recognize him around town because of the video.

It only took Mike two days to write the song, which he originally considered to be a simple joke. Then it became something much larger.

Mike admits he was worried about the comical, punk-pop "Twilight" song affecting fans' reaction to the rest of Shallow Day's music, which is more akin to the anthemic alternative rock of bands like Muse.

Ironically, Muse is a favorite of "Twilight" author Stephenie Meyer, who says the tunes of Muse comprise her "favorite writing music."

However, the song has only generated more interest in the rest of Shallow Day's music. The single and the eight songs from Shallow Day's 2009 "Shine" EP are all available on iTunes. Mike says songs from "Shine" have been selling better because of the publicity surrounding the "Twilight (What Have You Done to My Wife?)."

The band members hope Saturday's free show at The Electric Theater will help them use the popularity of the single to highlight the rest of the band's music and gain more local fans. In addition to their own music, Mike says they plan to play a couple of cover songs by Coldplay and Muse.


The trio of Mike, Wes and Justin has existed in its current form as Shallow Day for about a year. However, Mike and Wes have been playing music together in a variety of bands for about nine years. That's how Mike met his future wife, Wes' sister.

Robin, as Wes' mother and Mike's mother-in-law, has been a longtime supporter of the band in its various incarnations. She even purchased the band's first equipment.

It was also Robin who paved the way for Shallow Day to perform the "Twilight" song on KUTV 2News last week, telling producers there that the band would be happy to perform.

"Absolutely," she says. "I want these boys to retire me someday."

Shallow Day became even more of a family venture when they convinced Wes' brother, Justin, to learn how to play the bass so he could join the band.

After Saturday's show, Mike says Shallow Day is hoping to play more shows in other cities. Ideally he'd like to secure a gig in Salt Lake City for the opening of the third movie in the "Twilight" series, "Eclipse."
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