Utah band enjoys 'Twilight' rise

Music » YouTube hit propels St. George band to new-found success

By David Burger
The Salt Lake Tribune


"Twilight" fan Brooke Seely can't decide if she's on team Edward or team Jacob. "They're both good," she said, before remembering to add this: "But not as good as our husbands." 
Seely's devotion to the mega-popular vampire novels and films helped inspire a viral video hit, in the form of a Shallow Day song -- that's her husband's band -- with the ironic title "Twilight (What Have You Done To My Wife?)." 

The novelty song about "Twilight" widowers has become a YouTube hit. Less than a month after its launch, the video has garnered more than 250,000 views. "There are a lot of husbands out there like us," laughs Wes Vaughn, whose wife Talia, is also a "Twilight" fan, also inspired the video. 

The St. George alt-rock trio -- brothers Wes and Justin Vaughn and Mike Seely -- has developed a sizable following in southern Utah, but nothing has catapulted them to the success they've seen since they posted the witty video on YouTube on Jan. 13. 

Twilight, what have you done with my wife? Refuses to sleep, reads her books all night.
 Twilight, what have you done to my wife? Now all she wants is the vampire life.
 Twilight what have you done with my wife? She's got the hots for teenage boys and thinks it's alright! 
"I had the idea, and really didn't have any plans for it to be a Shallow Day song," Mike Seely said. The song boasts a memorable riff and the sandpapery vocals that are part of the band's sound. Yet the subject matter, and a bit of rapping, set it apart from the rest of the band's material. 

But in a YouTube age, the video caught the attention of countless "Twilight" fan sites all over the world-wide Web, racking up more than 50,000 views a week. 

To thank fans, Shallow Day will perform a free show Feb. 13 at St. George's The Electric Theater. They're hoping that those who love -- as well as those that hate -- "Twilight" will come to enjoythe song and other Shallow Day favorites. 
Justin, the only unmarried musician in the band, hopes that he can get a few girlfriends out of the notoriety, his brother said. Just not anyone that is obsessed with "Twilight," that is. 

